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All praise is due to Allah, whose help and forgiveness we seek. We seek refuge with
Allah from whatever evil our hearts conceal and from the consequences of our bad
deeds. Whomever Allah grants guidance will never be led astray, and whomever He
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| attest that none is worthy of worship except Allah, who has no partner.
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And | attest that Muhammad is the slave and Messenger of Allah.
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Unit 1

Introduction to the Arabic
Language

v" The Arabic Alphabet




Lesson #1

INTRODUCTION TO THE ARABIC LANGUAGE
1) What are the fundamentals of Arabic?
» The Arabic Alphabet

» Arabic Word Structure
Parts of Speech

v

Sentence Structure

v

The First Fundamental

> The Arabic Alphabet:

* The Arabic language uses an alphabet of 28 consonants and some diacritical
marks, written and read from right to left. Some letters appear identical
except for the addition of dots above, below or in the middle of the letter.

* The diacritical marks indicate vowel sounds. The Arabic language is written in
cursive, and most letters change form depending on their position in the
word.

* The diacritical marks are placed above and below the consonants but will not
be joined to a consonant. The Arabic alphabet has several letters which have
no exact English equivalent, and there are three English letters that do not
correspond with any Arabic letter.




Each Letter has 4 forms

Independent — When the letter is written by itself

Initial = When the letter appears at the beginning of a word

Medial — When the letter appears between two other letters in the middle of a word

Final — When the letter appears at the end of a word

Example for the letter Baa — B:

Independent Initial Medial Final

* The shape of this letter is common to several others in Arabic.
* The dot s called a “nuktah,” which literally means “point.”
* Not all letters connect on both sides. We will see exceptions a bit later

)
®

PILIRT &,

Several letters have this same shape and connect the same way; the only difference is
where the nuktah is placed.




Now, let’s look at these letters as they form words. (Keep in mind that we’re reading
from right to left.)

l L 1]
o o “Bayt” - House
T - Y - B
L 1]
* “Bint” — Girl
T - N - B

o:n
|

Notice that the vowels “a” and are not actually written here; we’ll go into that soon.

** LONG VOWELS**

Arabic uses both long and short vowels. There are only 3 written “long” vowels in the
language. These are:

G

”A“f” _ ,aa, ”Yaa" _ lee; ”WéW” _ 400;

The rest are short vowels (diacritics), which are usually not written, except as a guide for
students learning the language, or in the Qur'an.




** SHORT VOWELS**

* These are the same three sounds as the long vowels (a, i and u)
* They are pronounced the same, but for a shorter period.

e The ‘sukoon’ signifies that there is NO short vowel.

* Short vowels are signified by diacritical marks:

Again, using the letter ‘Baa’ (B) as an example:

Fat-hah Kasrah Dammah Sukoon
- g o

) e )
L 4 - & L 4

* Though not always written, short vowels are ALWAYS pronounced.
* They can change the meaning of verb conjugations or even form completely
different words.

With practice, you will learn which short vowels go where, without having to
see them.




Letter Forms in Written Arabic

Name Contextual forms Isolated
End | Middle | Beginning
alif | L | L i |
ba’ — - - <
ta’ Sy L ] Gl
tha’ | & | & 3 &
jim &= | = = @
ha’ = | = N z
kha’ | & | = A c
dal A Y 3 R
dhal | > ke 3 3
ra’ > | B J
zay > > J J
sin o | - o
shin | o | = =& o
sad (o= | —-= —a U
dad |u= | —= —a oa
ta’ L L L L
za’ L L L L
ayn | e | = | = 4
ghayn | & | = < d




fa’ Iy - i s
gaf Y 2 3
kaf Sl < S &l
lam | & | 4 A J
mim | e~ - - a
nun - =y 4 O
ha’ “ - A 5
waw 5 5 3 3
ya’ T -+ = &S




Plain Letters:

Writing the Letters

—y
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Same letters, but with another letter following itto the left:

| e

L 4
L

—
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Same letter, but with another letter preceding it @ the right:

C:a-&.—t-
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Lo o, A
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Same letters, but in the middle:

&
e

“
L]
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Short Vowels

Fat-hah (a)

& O
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Kasrah (i)
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Dammah (u)
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Lesson #2

THE ARABIC ALPHABET (CONTINUED)

Hamzah

&

This character, placed on top of a long vowel, represents a glottal stop,
represented by the symbol (’). It can also be placed underneath an alif to turn
that alif into an ‘i’ sound with a glottal stop.

K

-\
0 -

Sounds like: ‘a " i u’
Examples: g A ) s bl 3
Meaning of words: rabbit Abraham beach pearl
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Vowel Independent Initial

Waw

|
LI
g 3

Medial

L.

e

3>

Final

L.

-
I

> As you can see, the ‘alif and ‘waw’ can both connect to the letter before it (to the

right) but never to the letter after it (to the left).

> Although the ‘ya’ shares a shape with the ‘ba’/'ta’/etc., notice that it looks slightly
different in the final form.

Practice

Now you have a few letters to practice with, so try your hand at putting them together in
the following combinations:

Transliterations | Place Arabic letters here | Pronunciation | Meanings
alif-ba ab father
alif-waw aw or
ba-ya-noon bayn between
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Now write each letter as it connects to itself (alif, alif, alif, ya, ya, ya, waw, waw,
waw, etc.) so you can see its different forms.

Arabic flows from right to left; your pen strokes should flow accordingly.

(AlIf) 3EIMES
(WaW) 3LiImMES e

(YA) BHIMES e

Lesson #3

SHADDAH AND ALIF MADD

Shaddah

In English, some words have doubled letters, such as "bullet" or "mission."
In the Arabic language, instead of doubling a consonant we add a shaddah
above it (which looks like a very small "w"). This shows that the letter is
doubled and it is also stressed in pronunciation.

:*-\A Jannah (Here the U letter is stressed, and above it we added a shaddah.)
éhy Rabbuka (Here the < letter is stressed, and above it we added a shaddah.)
4Sa Makkah (Here the & letter is stressed, and above it we added a shaddah.)

38




Rules

The "shaddah" looks like a very small w; it appears only above the doubled consonant letter
and never below it. If the consonant is not doubled then the shaddah shouldn’t appear.

The shaddah may be attached to the short vowels (fathah-kasrah-dammabh).

If the shaddah is attached to the fathah, then the shaddah will be below the fathah.

If the shaddah is attached to the dammah, then it will also be below the dammah.

If the shaddah is attached to the kasrah, then the shaddah will be above the kasrah.

Alif Madd

As we have mentioned, in the Arabic language we do not double the
consonant when a letter is stressed. The madd is a sign placed over the letter

(‘) alif supporting a hamzah (glottal stop), and we add this sign over the alif (')
to avoid the conjunction of two alifs, or actually two hamzahs.

A',-.“ Aayah - The long madd is the mark over the alif (\), and it represents two alifs.
These alifs are not vowels but merely supports for the hamzah (glottal stop).

Tefi=0+1

Explanation

Unlike the English language, letters in Arabic are not written doubled. Instead, we
use a shaddah over consonants as mentioned previously, or a madd mark over the
alif. This sign above the alif lengthens this letter at the beginning of a word.

Rule

If a madd appears on the alif, there will not be a hamzah on that same alif.

The alif madd can appear only at the beginning of a word and in the middle, but
never at the end.

39




Vocabulary

Examples of alif madd Pronunciation Meaning
4 .IS Ka’aabah Depression
Sb.. Mir’aah Mirror
Lesson #4

ALIF MAQSURAH & TA’ MARBUTAH

Alif Magsurah

It appears only at the end of a word and is written like a ¢ (ya) without dots. Itis
a vowel, pronounced like an alif, as in 4! (al-ma‘na) and 4 (rama).

Explanation

You will see that some Arabic words look like they end with the letter , but
without the dots — so it looks like this: ¢

This is what we call "alif magstrah" or "alif bi-stratil ya." Alif bi-sGratil ya means
in English: alif in the form of ya.

Rules

Alif maqgstrah occurs only at the end of a word.
if an enclitic suffix is added after alif maqgsirah it becomes a regular alif as

shown on the next page.
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Examples of Alif Magsurah
St mgosl = (ol = gme = )

The first row is an example of the word .+, with a pronoun suffix. Complete the rest
of the rows using the other words.

With feminine pronoun With masculine pronoun Word

N oba Py

Write these examples over and over on a piece of paper and use them while speaking
to friends and family.

Ta’ Marbutah

The ta marbUtah appears only at the end of a word. It is written like (¢) “ha” with two
dots over it. It is pronounced like "ta", except when pausing on it, when it is
pronounced like "ha." It is commonly a sign of feminization, although not all words
that end in it are feminine. Ta marbutah appears only at the end of a word, so when
any suffix is added it is written as an ordinary <.

Word Pronunciation Meaning

L hayah life

When we add a suffix to the word 3L jt appears as:

S hayati my life
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As mentioned before, when anything is added after the ta marbatah 3 it is replaced
with a <.

We added (# after removing the 3 because the ¢ means "my."

Rules for ©

Ta marbutah occurs only at the end of a word.
When any suffix is added to it, it is written as an ordinary <.

Examples
Word Pronunciation Meaning
Mo salah prayer
KAW malad’ikah angels
Gy tawbah repentance
Lago mu’minah female believer
Z\ffw’é mushrikah female polytheist
LYEaK: shajarah tree
S sakeenah tranquility
> hayah life
”;3 gquwwah strength / power
i jannah paradise
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Give it a shot — remove the  and add (~ to each word given on the left.

Word Suffix added ¢ Meaning
3 60) ‘5?3«-9 my prayer
:&éy\; my angels
"/33 my repentance
> my life
Rl
Ly my strength / power
L5 my paradise
Lesson #5

TANWEEN (INDEFINITE INFLECTIONAL ENDINGS)

We previously introduced the short vowels of Arabic, which are fat-hah, kasrah and
dammah. We mentioned that the fat-hah gives a short (a) sound, the kasrah gives a
short (i) sound and the dammabh gives a short (u) sound.

In this lesson about tanween (nunation), we will learn the indefinite inflectional endings,
how they look and how they sound.

The indefinite nominative ending (un) is written by doubling the dammah of the
definite ending.

43




Fill in the blank boxes.

Tanween Dammah

Rajul-un o Ja)

"Afuw-un

Kareem-un

Sabr-un

**Please write these words down on paper with their meanings.

The indefinite genitive ending (in) is written by doubling the kasrah of the
definite ending.

Fill in the blank boxes.

Tanween Kasrah

Rajul-in

Madeenat-in o A
"Azeez-in

Bayt-in *

**Please write these words down on paper with their meanings.
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The indefinite accusative ending (an) is written by doubling the (fat-hah) of the
definite ending and adding an alif to all words except those that end in:

ta marbutah 3, alif maqgstirah ¢ and alif hamzah &/

The double fat-hah is placed on top of the alif.

Fill in the blank boxes.

Tanween Fat-hah

Rajul-an

Madeenat-an

Shukr-an

Bayt-an e Ly

Be familiar with:
Verses from the Qur'an having words with tanween
ket 2o 58 A 1 A0 e 211 530 )
Innal-ladheena kafarsawaa’un‘alayhim a’an dhartahum am lam tundhirhum laa yuhouon.

A Gy 23 BIEE 2K (an AT (o

Wa man athlamu mimman katamslzahaadatan‘indahu min Allah.
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(¥) 83325 Yo g ) (1) 53l 830 081 g
Waylun likulli humazatin lumazah, al-ladhee jaraanaalan wa ‘addadah.
Al 134 a2y

Wa antahillun bi-hadhal balad.

Lesson #6

THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

In English Language, there are definite nouns which usually proceed by (the) and
indefinite nouns which begin like this (a/an). Arabic also has definite and indefinite
nouns. The Arabic article joins with the word that it precedes.

the )
the word 4K

Nouns preceded by the definite article are definite as well as the names of cities,
countries, regions, and people. Nouns without an article are usually indefinite.

aword A<

How to pronounce the definite article depends on the letter that comes after it. In the
case of the word below, it is pronounced as it is written: 'al'.

the ball 5 <) a ball § S

The letters that follow this pattern are known as moon letters (4l < g jall).
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When J! is attached to words that begin with certain other letters, the (J) is not
pronounced at all. Instead, the first letter of the word itself is stressed, as indicated by
the shaddah. Here is an example:

the sun gl sun e

The letters that follow this pattern are known as sun letters (w‘ i g_all),

Moon letters Sun letters
say -0 Sl - @
Eood - @ 2 csll - & 2
Jaall -z 3 Wil - 5 3
el -~ 4 S -3 g
&l - & 5 laall - 5 5

Aall - & 6 Ll - 5 6
HIRE SOVAREEET |
Gs @l - s 8 il - 58

G-
O

i

5
=]

i - & 10 ol - 10
gl - a1 phall - LT
cagll - 5 12 RTINS}
gl - & 13 Ji - J13
asdl - 5 14 Ol - o 14

**Try to memorize the sun letters and moon letters so that when you speak Arabic you
can pronounce them correctly. Practice while reading the Qur'an — it helps a lot.
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Unit 2

A Touch of Grammar

» States and Cases of Nouns
v Plurals
v Arabic Subject and Object Pronouns
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Lesson #7

NOTES ON STATES AND CASES OF NOUNS

Note 1

(J) is added to a word to make it definite, and (J) indicates "the" in
English. When (J') is added to the noun there is a short vowel (dammah)
over the last letter of the word. But when the noun is indefinite or
unspecific we add (tanween dammah) over the last letter. See the
examples below.

Definite Al g (the boy)

Indefinite i (a boy)

Note 2
The Arabic alphabet has 28 consonants. 14 of them are called axwed a5~
sun letters, and the other 14 are called 4«8 <5 = moon letters.

Note 3
When we add (J') to the Arabic noun — if the first letter after (J!) is a moon
letter, then we pronounce the word just as it is written.

A5 s pronounced "al-walad."
Note 4
When we add (J!) to the Arabic noun — if the first letter after (J)) is a sun
letter, then we do not pronounce the (J). It becomes silent, and we double
and stress the sun letter following (J)) by adding a shaddah to it.

A word with a moon letter — 4 + J) = (Jalll) Pronounced al-gamaru.

A word with a sun letter — (s + J) = ({»all) Pronounced ash-shamsu.

Note 5
Nouns are only of two states: definite and indefinite, and their cases are
three: nominative, genitive and accusative.
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Names of Grammatical Cases

English Name Arabic Name
Nominative Ar-Raf‘u = Raising &
Accusative An-Nasbu = Erecting d 3

Genitive Al-Jarru = Pulling S

&2 The Nominative Case

The nominative is used:
1) for the subject of a verb, which normally follows the verb directly

J-}?jj‘ [Jv-l-; (Jalasa ar-rajulu) The man sat down. (definite nom.)

:}2‘3 &-G' (Jalasa rajulun) A man sat down. (indefinite nom.)

2) for both subject and predicate in nonverbal, equational sentences
(definite + indefinite = equational)

Blo A s(2a . . . . -
W J’JJ‘ (Ar-rajulu Muslimun) The man is a Muslim. (definite nom.)

it 5. g s _ . . ..
Jj.w) 4> (Muhammadun rasiilun) Muhammad is a messenger. (indefinite nom.)

3) When the subject is a person’s name, we don’t add (J!) infront of it. (The
person’s name is already definite — because you are specifying who you are talking about.

2 s B )
J.;.gﬁ o> (Ahmadu fageerun) Ahmad is poor. (definite nom.)

A8
J}L} éy (NGhun rastlun) Nuh is a messenger. (definite nom.)

4) If the both parts of the sentence are definite or both indefinite (i.e., when
they match), it becomes an adjective phrase.

50




@ At
};5'—-45‘ 43}“ (Al-waladus-sagheeru) The young boy. (definite nom.)

e @
~\-€-’$.Mj‘ &}J/Uﬂ-“ (At-talibul-mujtahidu) The hardworking student. (definite nom.)

Lesson #8

CASES OF NOUNS (ACCUSATIVE & GENITIVE)

English Name Arabic Name
Nominative Ar-Raf'u = Raising &
Accusative An-Nasbu = Erecting Gl

Genitive Al-Jarru = Pulling S

51




&uall) The Accusative Case

The accusative is used:
1) For direct objects and verbal complements

&'P}'ﬂ‘ [}L‘; Khalaga al-arda — He created the earth. (Direct Object)

3-"553‘ 33'5 Dakhala al-Jannata — He entered Paradise. (Direct Object)

2y 8, G o _
Y}W) Qt: Kana rasoolan — He was a messenger. (Subject Complement)

2) Following the sentence-head particle "inna

CO «©
b —

$%

4.3;\ Sl O Innas-saa‘ata aatiyah. (Indeed, the Hour is coming.)

!

= & 3=Y¥ O Innal-abraara lafee na‘eem. (Indeed, the righteous will be in

pleasure [i.e., Paradise].)

3) For adverbial expressions of time.

é°: I al-yawma —today

- w

AUV al-laylata — tonight

-
z

J laylan — at night

-

i)\.é-’/' naharan — during the day
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Grammatical Notes on Accusative

cuadll

7

L23Y

Used for direct objects
and subject complements

What is a direct object?
A direct object follows an action verb.
Direct objects can be nouns, pronouns,
phrases, or clauses. Remember this:
"What" or "who" following a verb and its
subject is the direct object.
Only action verbs can have direct objects.
$2)¥ 3% Khalaga al-arda — He created
the earth.

d'\’ Verb with subject

2! Direct object

What is a subject complement?

When the verb is connecting, then the
word that answers "what" or "who" is a
subject complement.

Y4y O Kana rasoolan — He was a
messenger.

3& Subject + connecting verb

YsXy Subject complement

Used following t[we sentence-head
particle (inna) u\ and its sisters.

The word "inna" b; signifies "verily" or

"indeed" in English. It is used for emphasis.
To aid understanding, look at the
difference between:

"
.

d-gT 4eLJd) (The hour is coming) and

iyl L) ©! (Indeed, the hour is coming).

The first is a normal sentence, while the
second places emphasis on the hour.

When a sentence begins with :3! the word

following it ends with a fathah, like this:

e
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Inna and its sisters all follow the same rule.
All together they are six:

Sl — inna — indeed

£

£

) . a9 - - i
Grammatical Notes on Accusative 2inins = el (i & Flrese),

-

s 3:15\ o8 —ka’anna — as if (resemblance)

4~ lakinna - but

&d - layta —if only (wishing)

-

f}ﬁ — la‘alla— so that, perhaps

Examples from the Quran:

Example for d\ —inna (indeed)

e A 35 85 s 353 )

Indeed, the righteous will be in pleasure and indeed, the wicked will be in Hellfire.
Al-Infitar v. 13-14

Example for & — anna (that indeed)

e 3k Al Oy ol s ally O 150020

Know that indeed Allah is severe in penalty and that indeed Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful. Al-ma’idah v. 98

Example for O _ka’anna (as if)

Z 2z
Zz
: Zg

Wl 31 2 ) 155k ) B3 a3 o6

The Day they see it, it will be as if they had not remained [in the world] except an
afternoon or a morning. Al-Naziat v. 46
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Example for ﬂ — lakinna (but)

Indeed, Allah is full of bounty to the people, but most of the people do not show
gratitude. Al-Bagarah v. 243

Example for & — layta- wish

2 }./;ﬁf}{. é/ ° ///,,///°£ {,//of}}/ 9 %G
b B ol &) 09)8 (gol b fas W C G LW BLad) 09y Caddt U6

Those who desired the worldly life said, "Oh, if only we had like what was given to
Qaroon. Indeed, he is one of great fortune." Al-Qasas-79

-

Example for J& — la‘alla (so that)

Ogehas oSUa) AN 198515 15kayl3s 197503 1g5me! 15287 Cplll QT G

O you who believe! Persevere and endure and remain stationed and fear Allah so that
you may be successful. Al-lmranv. 200

Lesson #9

CASES OF NOUNS (GENITIVE)

English Name Arabic Name
Nominative Ar-Raf'u = Raising &
Accusative An-Nasbu = Erecting )

Genitive Al-Jarru = Pulling “al)
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Al The Genitive Case

Grammatical Notes on Genitive

A

Used for complements of all
prepositions

What are prepositional complements?
They are the nouns or noun phrases that
follow a preposition.

Such as: “in town” or “at work”.

The complement is something which
completes something else.

dguadl B fial-madeenati — in the city.
‘_é preposition

M:\-ﬂ‘ complement

P

What are the other prepositions in Arabic?

They are called "huroof al-jarr" Ml g,
and they are as follows:

& fee-in

S ila-to

613 ‘ala - on

o min-from
J li—for, to
& ma'a-with
< bi- by, with
&> hatta - until
J4 mundhu - since
o ‘an-about
3 ka- like, as
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Used for the second member of a
construct state.

The construct state consists of two nouns and
indicates a possessive or limiting relationship
between the two, such as: “Ahmad’s pen.”

Ahmad’s — possessor
pen —what is possessed

‘s — possessive

In Arabic the genitive is used for the the noun

Grammatical Notes on Genitive to which something is attached.

WN‘ M LV
* 505\ ! Baytu Allah(i) - The House of Allah.

-V
! attached noun

M
i\m the possessor to which it is attached,

which always ends with a kasrah.

The genitive case is used:
1) For complements of all prepositions.

Aaall g_é fi al-madeenat(i) — in the city.

SN e min al-kitab(i) — from the book.

)435\5 kal-gamar(i) — like the moon.

2) For the second member of a construct state. (A construct state
consists of two nouns and indicates a possessive or limiting relationship between
the two.)

&) C Baytu Allah(i) - the House of Allah.

al2ll 'y 55 nuru al-iim(i) — the light of knowledge.

7?‘):“5\ ;553 galamu al-mar’at(i) — the woman’s pen.
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An important note about all three cases

The nominative is always marfoo' — meaning that a dammah accompanies its last letter.

The accusative is always mansoob — meaning that a fathah accompanies its last letter.

The genitive is always majroor — meaning that a kasrah accompanies its last letter.

) Blzadly Oladl!

Construct state/Genitive phrase

Note 1
For possessive phrases like "the name of the boy" we do not use the word "of" in

Arabic when expressing that which belongs to something or someone.

the name of the boy

,\j}“ ! (ismu al-waladi)

Note 2

This Arabic structure is called “mudaf-mudaf ilayhi.”
The first noun is called mudaf (attached).

The second noun is called mudaf ilayhi (attached to).

the House of Allah

A Coy (Baytu Allahi)

Cwy is mudaf, and & is mudaf ilayhi.

Note 3
When a noun occurs as a mudaf, it will never be definite (i.e. it will not begin

with Ji so it will always appear indefinite), and it can have any harakah (fathah,
kasrah or dammah) depending on what precedes it.
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Note 4

The mudaf ilayhi, the second noun, can be either definite or indefinite, depending
on what precedes, and will only have a kasrah or tanween kasrah no matter what
precedes it.

the agonies of death

ot A & ) .
s;éj.d\ U\Jg—d (sakaratu al-mawti)

Examples of mudaf and mudaf ilayhi in the Qur'an

& min — (from, of, among)

- °o. o ° {32 ° ° z_ - 20 B2 o}./ o, o o}/. ‘é}/ ot -~ 0% PR
Vo R (pe el i (e 10 ST ASOA) R (pe 0509350 3 QU1 AT 0o 587 35
ool i gl (5 15iioly 15820 a1 o (o

Many of the People of the Scripture wish they could turn you back to disbelief after you
have believed, out of envy from themselves [even] after the truth has become clear to
them. So pardon and overlook until Allah delivers His command. Al-Bagarah v. 109

&_é fee —(in, on)

Ol "g}éﬁ;\jéupﬁ\@\jw’f’“ﬁwl}g\ég

And when it is said to them, "Do not cause corruption on the earth," they say, "We are
but reformers." Al-Bagarahv. 11

él ila—(to) and _» min—(from)

s sl J) il il o S ey sl s i

Exalted is He [Allah] who took His slave [Muhammad] by night from al-Masjid-al-Haram
to al-Masjid al-Agsa... Al-lsraa’v. 1

-

6\3« ‘ala—(on)

ke 1yaling o 1yl VAT Gl T g (01 e Sl ieslag i 8y

Indeed, Allah confers blessing on the Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you
who have believed, ask [Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [Allah to grant him]
peace. Al-Ahzab v. 56 (i)
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& ka- like, as

)

ot 032 A S (E5 s 1,15 54

And the moon — We have determined for it phases, until it returns [appearing] like the
old date stalk. Ya Seenv. 39

Lesson #10

ARABIC PLURALS

In the Arabic language it is quite simple to make a plural. To get a plural from a singular

noun we add s and O to the noun.

s~ singular

Ose = plural

If it is a feminine noun with a ta' marbatah 3 we remove 3 and add ) and <

La — 48 ¢ singular

t—ﬁba — ‘—’Uf— plural

Some nouns can have several plural forms, for example:

S singular

58— &y, 18 plural

And some plurals always end without tanween. This rule applies to all plurals that have

the following forms:
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eMad - Jelia — oMadl — dliad
Example: J;\@-ﬁ is singular, and when we make it plural it becomes ¢)3¢ in which the

last consonant never carries tanween. All plurals taking this form will always have only
one dammah, kasrah or fathah on the last consonant, depending on what precedes that

noun. When the definite article J! is added, tanween is removed in any case.

So in Arabic, we understand that only one of something is indicated by using the
singular form of the noun, and two of something is indicated by using the dual form as
in the example below.

male student one student two students

< «J <k on the pattern of Jelé s ol

= .

The discussion becomes more interesting when plurality is involved. There are two
major forms of plural nouns:

* The sound plural
e The broken plural

The sound plural can be further divided into the sound masculine plural and the sound
feminine plural.

Classifications:

)guifd\ o The broken plural: a word pluralized by changing its structure
AL JSJAM LS The sound masculine plural
ALl &_u}d\ LN The sound feminine plural

Let’s begin with the formation of sound plurals.

Forming Sound Plurals

Rendering a noun plural using a sound plural is easy. The masculine and feminine
versions have only one basic form each. And this form involves simply adding a suffix to
the noun.
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Note: The form of the masculine plural changes according to the grammatical case of the
noun. (See chart on the next page.)

Suffix Example | Suffix Example
O Ol O Onely
&l Slel &l el

Important Notes:

» Two types of nouns can use this plural: static nouns (those not derived from another
word) and derived nouns.

» As for static nouns, only male names that do not end in © can pluralize this way.

» As for derived nouns, only those relating specifically to males, void of ® can pluralize this

way.
Examples:
Static nouns O8N QX))
Derived nouns BRI O salesa

Broken Plurals

There are several patterns on which we can place base letters in order to form broken
plurals. For each new noun, students normally memorize the broken plural(s). Broken
plurals change the internal structure of the singular form.

Broken plurals are often divided into those that indicate a number ranging from 3 to 9
and those that indicate a number greater than 9.

The pattern of the plural tells us which of the two is the case, and typically we do not
memorize which pattern is for which.

Classifications:

48l pea The lesser broken plural (indicating something 3 to 9 in number)

62




38l aaa | The greater plural (indicating something greater than 9 in number)

Here is an example of a word that has more than one broken plurals, indicating lesser
and greater numbers:

Greater broken plural Lesser broken plural Singular
Olhaia claal cala

Practice makes perfect (fill in the blank spaces).

?SLZJ\ )S.JAM XN The sound masculine plural
Plural Dual Singular
Oiga e e e B
 gal ’ ?'% ’
Glils "
Osbala
Alad) iuj,d\ re The sound feminine plural
Plural Dual Singular
Ty REY: G2
Edalla dalla
Gl 40
Eldala
Sl & The broken plural
Plural Dual Singular
Ssd e Gy
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glasi R 5
Gl Ol i
W ol R0

Exercise:

Write the dual and plural forms of the following. (If male, add (&) for dual
and (03s) for plural; and if female, remove (¢) and add (oY) for dual and (<)

for plural.
Plural Dual Singular
fed
Galia
Al
Vocabulary
Arabic Word Pronunciation Meaning
s talib student
NM mujrim criminal
QIS kadhib liar
pevs ‘aduww enemy
i sabab cause/reason
P, shay’ thing
ala sahib friend
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Lesson #11

ARABIC SUBJECT AND OBJECT PRONOUNS

The subject pronoun in Arabic is more specific than many other languages, for
example there are different ways to say “you” in Arabic depending on who you’re
addressing it to, to address two people you use a subject pronoun different than
the one you would use for a single person, also if you’re addressing more than
two people you will have to use a different form for that as well. Finally, most
subject pronouns have a feminine and a masculine form.

Singular Dual (male or female) Plural
I Ll Ana You ‘ Ll ‘ Antumaa We Ol Nahnu
You il Anta They ‘ Laay ‘ Humaa You (m.) ] Antum
He oA Huwa You (f.) Qﬁi Antunna
She = Hiya They a8 Hum
They OB Hunna
Note 1
For “I am a boy” you will say, "Ana walad" (Ana = |, walad = boy). As you may have

noticed, “am” and “a/an” are omitted in Arabic, so it’s like saying “l boy.” The same is
true of all other subject pronouns. "He is a boy" is "Huwa walad" (He boy), and "We are
boys" is "Nahnu awlaad" (We boys).

Note 2

Arabic has a dual form as well, meaning that Arabic is more specific about not only the
gender but also the number. The dual form is used to refer to two people — if you are
speaking to Ahmad and Ali, for example. When you say "they" (meaning both of them)
you say in Arabic W& (humaa), and if you address them, saying, "you both" you say in
Arabic Wil (antumaa).
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The object pronouns in Arabic are: me, you, him, her, us, you and them. These
pronouns are attached to the end of a verb. They are as follows:
Singular Dual (m:i\s-culine & Plural
feminine)
me verb+nee - you verb+kumaa | [IXS | us verb+naa U

you (m) verb+ka &l them | verb+humaa ‘ Lea ‘ you (m) | verb+kum (,.S

you (f) verb+ki | you (f)  |verb+kunna SR
| him ‘ verb+hu ‘ A ¢ ‘ them (m) verb+hum b
| her | verb+haa ‘ L ‘ them (f) verb+hunna G
Note

To say in Arabic “You show me” — after conjugating the verb and adding the “you” to it —
you need to add the object pronoun “me” at the end of the verb. Note that in Arabic it

appears as "youshowme" meaning that the subject pronoun + the verb + the object

pronoun are all connected. “You” is a prefix and “me” is a suffix to the verb “show.”
Thus, it would be:

You show me = turini = & 5

You show us = turina = L 3

You show him = turih = 4 8

Practice

Subject Pronouns

Object Pronouns

Singular

Dual

Plural

Singular

Dual

Plural
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Abbreviations with reference to pronouns in the chart below:

DOP — dual object pronoun

SOP —singular object pronoun

MSOP — masculine singular object pronoun

SSP —singular subject pronoun

POP — plural object pronoun

FPOP — feminine plural object pronoun

MPSP — masculine plural subject pronoun

MPOP — masculine plural object pronoun

; @
PATRTS i L& 3 I am with you both, hearing and ns"’l
25 & &2 | seein Taha v. 46
& ’ DOP SOP
" ’.f/ ’..fi ° /°~‘ g 2% . o%
G = e Go, you and your brother, with Jj" i
Y My signs. Tahav. 42
e ysig anav MSOP Ssp
o .. o -2 % 44 | He (Pharaoh) said, "Have you . of L e s v %
o U od) G| )18 ’ L o o e
of TR - come to drive us out of our Loyl | e
S ey L) land with your magic?" o B p—
7 Tahav. 57
,gef, ("}Q 0 44 They (your wives) are as a o 57 503 L i . s
= st garment for you and you are as U'@J ("”‘ vg .
31 "0 a garment for them.
U‘GJ S Al-Baqarah v. 187 FPOP | MPSP | MPOP | FPOP
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Lesson #12

ON THE JOURNEY OF READING ARABIC - Part 1

Note 1

It is important to know that when pronouncing the Arabic letters independently it is
not the same pronunciation as when reading them in a word. In Arabic when we see
the letter () independently we say "alif," but when it is written in a word, like (<13) it

is pronounced the "a" in "cat."

Note 2

A change in the short vowels (fat-hah-kasrah-dammah) added to letters can change
the meaning of an Arabic word. You may see two words having the same letters, but
with short vowels in different locations; and this affects the meaning of the word.
See the examples below:

o
. .
(R pronounced (min), means "from"

o
L4

(R pronounced (man), means "who"
p

Note that these words have the exact same letters, but different short vowels, and hence,
different pronunciations and different meanings.

It is important to learn how to pronounce each word with the three different short vowels
attached to them.

Note 3
For beginners, separating words into letters and syllables makes them easier to read.
See the example on the next page.
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J u’ /i J | This word consists of five letters, but any word with five or six letters

can easily be separated into two or more parts.

Let’s try separating this word into parts and reading it slowly.

Q\ The (J)) is pronounced "al," and the (&) with the short vowel (fathah ) s
pronounced (‘a), so that makes the pronunciation of the first three letters (al‘a).

As for the other two letters (C)é) and (), the letter U@ (sad) is pronounced as a heavy

n.n

s" as in "sun," and the letter J (ra) is pronounced as "ri" because of the short vowel
(kasrah) accompanying it. That makes the pronunciation of the word:

}:453‘ (al-‘asri).

Note: At the end of a sentence the final short vowel is not pronounced, as if it was a

sukoon. So the word would be then pronounced as }:Q;J\ (al-‘asr).

I think it should now be easy for you to read these words by separating them into
syllables.

—\
kz'\\“
Y
\
~——n\

(3 - 2 “_ - %2
e
!’ - °
= - - o ~ s 2
-~ ./ s N
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Vocabulary

) abi my father
g\ b1 fath
wj.’é mu’assasah establishment
S o bushraa good news
o sabrun patience
3\.;3.:43 museebatun disaster
ﬁ/ 1 o -
mamlakatun kingdom
Z S8
\Ji.‘e shukran thank you
.\,,@.:fo shaheed martyr
Sl hasanaat good deeds

A short dialogue:

1* person — gifes s

2" person— 5y Gi cc\l! Aasdl
1* person — )\‘Jb“ 13

2 o~
t L%
|

2" person — OT,&)1 1,9
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Read the following verses and phrases.

Circle the definite and indefinite nouns.

accusative cases.

Identify the nominative, genitive and

B3 LAGTS ol A1 154581 Gty ol gl B el 241 & AR
3405 Ll B s &) e ok Aall el
Ogkiad ) Y15 Bl Eds Wy | Sl oA BT sod g e 15l 5 & s
SN 5o 46 S0 ST G2 P15 gLt 1als af S 3h 2]

“To reach your goal, you need perfection, and perfection doesn’t come without

practice.”
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Lesson #13

ON THE JOURNEY OF READING ARABIC - Part 2

Note 1

Memorizing the pronunciation of each letter is one key to effective reading, and
memorizing the sounds of each letter with all three short vowels is an even
better way to start learning to read Arabic.

Note 2

When you see the long vowels (¢ — ) in a word, their pronunciation changes
according to the short vowel of the letter before it. See below:

Pay attention to the letters of the first two words and the second two words, and
notice that their letters are exactly the same, but their pronunciations, and meanings
are completely different. Always keep this in mind as you read.

&3 js pronounced mawt and means "death"
&g is pronounced moot* and means "die"

&2 is pronounced dayn and means "debt"
(2 is pronounced deen and means "religion"

*In spoken Arabic only.
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Since that was easy for you to understand, | think you should now be able to read
these words by first separating them into syllables.

s\ *‘;5 ‘ub

o 4, 2 /: o~
s Cand £5
(Vi O Lo

A short dialogue:
1* person — ?@‘@\ ;..3\

2" person — ¢yl Y1 Cafy

-

1 person -} & c(..’u

2" person — Sl Il &S

Convert the following transliterations to Arabic phrases using the short vowels:

Ureedu an atallam.

Hadha huwa at-tareequs-saheeh.

Ayna al-masjid?
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Read the following verses:

Circle the definite and indefinite nouns. Identify the sun letters and moon letters.

A By & Gt i

o

;gsﬁ

Osy G 300 pdaf3 0ul&E s, o3T 2eld
* Read the Qur'an in a loud voice to enhance your pronunciation skills.
Vocabulary

Word Pronunciation Meaning
3.;3\3 thaaniyah second
15.;?3 dageeqgah minute
sl saa‘ah hour
fj:l yawm day
i}}«j usboo' week
J.é.:"o shahr month
pESer sanah year
033 garn century
5\ an-nihaayah the end
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Practice Reading Arabic

0o G LA Gl I

- 28 4 . fz, z /‘// . Z
LZ;\: dl?c.x.g-‘_éb\ ep O Lo
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Lesson #14

LEARN HOW TO WRITE
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Writing Phrases and Sentences
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Joining Letters

Join the following letters together and add the short vowels

(fat-hah, kasrah, or dammah) to them.

Jz odJd)
bz &)
B lue

&G ogad)

b uad)
sland)
29U

NS> JERS
335 )a

- The End -

90




